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Breeding Monarchs
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Overwintering Monarchs



• Xerces staff led
• Volunteer and partner-powered 

since 1997
• westernmonarchcount.org

Western Monarch Count
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Western Monarch Count

• Xerces staff led
• Volunteer and partner-powered 

since 1997
• westernmonarchcount.org



Community powered

The WMC relies on support from groups & 
individuals, including:

• Hundreds of volunteers 

• Regional coordinators 

• Local, state & federal partners

• Xerces Society funders 

• Xerces Society members





• IUCN Red List: vulnerable
• Federal ESA: candidate species 
• California: Species of Greatest Conservation Need; overwintering 

sites in the Coastal Zone considered Environmentally Sensitive 
Habitat Areas

• Local, state, regional, national, tribal and trinational recovery efforts 
underway, but more is needed!

Conservation status





California State Parks Role in 
Monarch Overwintering Site 

Management



Importance of State 
Parks for Overwintering 
Monarchs

~50 sites in 40 parks
(10% of all overwintering sites)

25% in Xerces’ top priority sites
(e.g., Pismo, Santa Cruz, Morro Bay 
sites)



Groves are a small footprint in a larger managed landscape

Andrew Molera State ParkLighthouse Field State Park



Western Monarch Site
Boundaries

Andrew Molera State Park



• Tree loss
• Fuels hazards, fires
• Invasive plants
• Habitat disturbance



Predators (yellow jackets)

Other monarch 
threat



Monarch Conservation 
at Overwintering Sites

Habitat assessments

Management plans

Management actions
Topanga Canyon State Park

Photo: Sara Cuadra-Vargas/Xerces Society



Monarch Conservation 
at Overwintering Sites

Example Actions
• Monitoring

• Habitat enhancement 

• Hazard tree removal

• Native tree & nectar planting

• Visitor management 

Point Mugu State Park

Lighthouse Field State Park

Photo: RCD of the Santa Monica Mountains



Monarch Conservation 
at Overwintering Sites

32 sites - Habitat assessments

19 sites - Management plans

13 sites - Management actions



Topanga Canyon State Park
(Xerces Society/RCD of the Santa Monica 

Mountains)

Point Mugu State Park
(RCD of Santa Monica Mountains)

Lighthouse Field State Park
(Groundswell Coastal Ecology)

Photo: Sara Cuadra-Vargas/Xerces Society

Photo: RCD of the Santa Monica Mountains



California Monarch & 
Pollinator 

Collaborative:
Multi-agency report 

(coming soon!)

Recommended actions in 6 focal areas:
• Habitat
• Research
• Monitoring
• Outreach
• Funding
• Collaboration
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Photo: Elena Oey/Point Blue Conservation Science

Radiotagging Study on State Parks

Learn more at our website!



Project 
Monarch App



 

Community Science

Help us track monarchs and 
milkweeds using iNaturalist

iNaturalist.org



Xerces.org Resources



Xerces.org Resources



Project Types

Xerces Habitat Kit Program

Photos: Michele Blackburn, Jade Menchaca

Kit Types & Regions Community

Provide for ecological 
diversity with kits 
developed for different 
landscapes and regions

Public lands, working 
lands, urban gardens, 
schools, tribes, natural 
areas

Support 
community-oriented 
projects & 
under-resourced 
individuals and 
communities

Proposal 
window is 

open!



• Plant locally appropriate native plants

• Protect monarchs from pesticides

• Eliminate food resources for predators

• Spread the word – monarchs are in decline

• Participate in community science

• Volunteer

• Engage local community groups and 

politicians to protect and restore monarch 

habitat

How to help
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Questions 


