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	First off, I wish to express my thanks to the California State Parks for organizing this wonderful conference highlighting the “hidden stories” of the Russians in California. This focus is particularly welcome on the eve of the Bicentenary of the building of Fort Ross, now a California State Historic Park on the Sonoma Coast. Although the history of Fort Ross looms large as the centerpiece of the Russian stay in early 19th Century California, it was not the only story of the Russian interaction with the inhabitants of this land. My colleagues, Professor Kenneth Owens has done an excellent job of laying out the activities of the Russians and their Native Alaskan hunters who cruised the coast of California from Trinidad Bay in the north to Cedros Island (off Baja California) in the south seeking the valuable skins of sea mammals. Professor Kent Lightfoot has likewise brought to light the extensive trade relationships of the Russian American Company merchants, particularly Kirill Khlebnikov, with the priests, merchants and governors of Mexican California.
	I was asked to relate the story of the numerous Russian naval vessels that visited California, primarily the ports of Monterey and San Francisco, during the first quarter of the 19th Century. These vessels fell into two primary groups: naval vessels engaged in round-the-world  voyages which often carried naturalists to record information on new plants, animals and the native peoples. The second group were ships of war that were in the Pacific to perform picket duty in the waters of Alaska to protect them from an international bunch of poachers seeking to exploit the rich northern waters. 
	Aside from the story of Fort Ross, perhaps the best-known tale of Russian-Spanish interaction is that of the visit of Count Nikolai Rezanov aboard the Juno in 1806. Apart from being a court chamberlain and ambassador at large for the tsar, Rezanov was also the widower of the daughter of the founder of the Russian American Company, Grigorii Ivanovich Shelikhov and a stockholder in the company. Rezanov came to California in search of foodstuffs that were desperately needed by the colonists in Alaska. In the course of his negotiations a romance developed with Concepción Argüello, the 15 year old daughter of the presidio commandant, José Dario Argüello. In addition to this love story, the visit of Rezanov was important for other reasons. The captain of the Juno was Lieutenant Khvostov, who took the opportunity to map the San Francisco Bay. The ship’s doctor, Georg von Langsdorff, was also a naturalist and artist and he engaged in collecting a number of specimens from the natural environment. He was also very interested in the native peoples of California and we have him to thank for a number of valuable drawings of the California Indians of the Bay area from this time.
	The next arrival of a Russian naval ship did not occur until 1816 when Lieutenant Otto von Kotzebue sailed into San Francisco Bay aboard the Ryurik. While Kotzebue engaged in friendly relations with the Spanish military and ecclesiastic authorities, a pair of eminent naturalists aboard the ship, Adelbert von Chamisso and Johann Eschscholtz spent their time botanizing and collecting animal specimens. In addition, an expedition artist, Louis Choris, added to the store of valuable sketches of California Indians. Many of these sketches are quite famous and have been used frequently by historians and anthropologists. Chamisso collected a specimen of a pretty yellow poppy and named it “Eschsholtzia californica” in honor of his colleague. It has since been named the California State Flower.
	The following year (1817), the Kutuzov, under the command of Captain Leontii Hagemeister, came to northern California. He San Francisco, but also went to Bodega Bay and on up to Fort Ross where he oversaw the signing of an agreement of friendship between the Russians and local Indian chiefs, four of whom were present and signed the agreement. In return they were given large medals marked “Allies of Russia” This signing was symbolic of the generally more respectful treatment of the Indians undertaken by the Russians toward the Californian native peoples.
	In  1818, yet another ship circumnavigating the globe, the Kamchatka, arrived at Bodega Bay and stayed for a number of weeks. In the course of this visit, an artist named Mikhail Tikhanov, prepared a number of important drawings of Indians living at Bodega Bay. These drawings were clearly meant to be ethnographic in that they would often picture an individual face forward and in profile. He also drew some fascinating scenes inside the native huts.
	The winter of 1820-21 saw the arrival of two ships, the Otkrytie and the Blagonamerreny. The officers of these ships left very interesting journals of their visits to a number of missions all around the Bay as well as their view of the presidio on the eve of the split between Spain and Mexico. Lieutenant Shishmaryov relates that the ships’ men were put to work building bread ovens along the walls of the crumbling presidio in order to supply the ships with plenty of bread and dried rusks for their ongoing travels. 
	The Mexican Revolution of 1821 shifted the civil authority in the province of California from the King of Spain to the new Emperor of Mexico, Agustin Iturbide. Coincidentally, in 1821 the Russian Tsar Alexaner I directed his navy to send ships to the north Pacific to enforce a ban against foreign vessels that were helping themselves to the rich marine catch available in Alaskan waters. The first ship to come on line was the Apollon,commanded by Lieutenant Khruschov which used San Francisco as its R & R port during the winter of 1822-23. The ship’s interpreter, Achille Schabelski, took the opportunity to travel around the area and published a book about it in 1826.
	The following winter of 1823-24 the Apollon returned to San Francisco, accompanied by the Kreiser and the Ladoga which had also been sent out to patrol the north Pacific waters. The latter two ships were under the overall command of Captain Andrei Lazarev. On board the Kreiser was a young lieutenant, Dmitry Zavalishin, who took up residence in the presidio during his stay. On his return to Russia, Zavalishin allied himself with the Decembrist Revolt against the tsar and for his pains was exiled to Siberia where he had plenty of time to write about his time in California. We are fortunate to have his intriguing and extensive accounts of his time in the Bay area.
	So, you can see that there was a time when Russians were buzzing all around the San Francisco Bay, as well as Monterey and Bodega Bay. By most accounts they were very welcome visitors, not only for the money they had to spend, but also for their willingness to engage the local population in more than simply commercial enterprises. Dinners and dances were often held and reciprocated between the ships and the presidio, much to the delight of the fair sex who probably felt their isolation in California as much if not more than their menfolk. From the images we have of some of the handsome young lieutenants, I wonder that there were not a few more Rezanov-Concepcion style romances. It is intriguing to think of the many Russian “tourists” riding around Northern California in those far distant days.
	 
