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With 130,000 members, California State Parks Foundation (CSPF) is the only statewide
independent nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting, enhancing and advocating for
California’s magnificent state parks. Since 1969, CSPF has raised more than $186 million to
benefit state parks. CSPF is committed to improving the quality of life for all Californians by
expanding access to the natural beauty, rich culture and history, and recreational and
educational opportunities offered by California’s 278 state parks—the largest state park system
in the United States.

CSPF was founded in 1969 by William Penn Mott Jr. (1909-1992), former director of both

California’s Department of Parks and Recreation and the National Park Service.
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David Mandelkern, Vice Chairman
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Shirley Bogardus, Trustee Emeritus

33 Trustees
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130,000

Approximately 5,000 annual volunteers for Earth Day Restoration and Clean-Up

Ao Nuevo State Reserve Marine Education Center: A project in San Mateo County that
restored the reserve’s Education Center and several other historic building at one of California’s
most popu|c1r pqus known for its e|ephc1nt seall co|ony.

Bay Youth for the Environment: A unique science-based, after-school work program for youth
ages 16-20 in the Bayview-Hunters Point community. The program is designed to provide youth
with environmental knowledge, employment experience, and important life skills, while they
work to restore local wetlands, build community support for the restoration project, and promote
long-term community stewardship for Candlestick Point SRA.

Candlestick Point State Recreation Area: Restoring 34 acres of wetlands and tidal watershed in
San Francisco’s Bay View/Hunters Point neighborhood. The project will restore habitats for
aquatic and terrestrial species and enhance recreation and environmental educational resources.

Earth Day Restoration and Cleanup Program: Recruits volunteers to work on restoration,
cleanup, maintenance and trail building projects in state parks on a designated day on or
around Earth Day.

FamCamp®: This successful program was launched in 1994 by CSPF in conjunction with State
Parks to provide low-income families with greater access to California’s state parks.

General Park Improvements: Funds improvements to educational and visitor facilities including
Angel Island State Park, Lake Tahoe's Vikingsholm, Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and Mount
Diablo State Park, to name a few.



Junior Lifeguards: Promotes water safety, environmental awareness for children through games,
lectures, hands-on experience and practical application.

Junior Rangers: Offers kids a fun-filled hour of nature activities while visiting state parks.

Park Advocacy Day: Mobilizes members and volunteers to participate in annual parks lobby
day in Sacramento and educate lawmakers about the benefits of a healthy park system.

Park Champions Program: CSPF’s volunteer program offering quarterly volunteer work days in
the area of park maintenance and preservation.

Pigeon Point Light Station: CSPF is spearheading a multi-million dollar fundraising campaign, in
partnership with State Parks and the San Mateo Natural History Association, to restore and
reopen the historic Pigeon Point Light Station.

Protection of Parklands: Addresses the needs of state parks through research, legislative
lobbying, grassroots organizing and bill sponsorship. The program mobilizes the CSPF’s
membership and the public o advocate on behalf of pro parks legislation and adequate
funding.

CSPF’s annual operating and restricted project budgets are $23 million for Fiscal Year 2012.
Approximately seventy-five percent of CSPF’s expenditures in Fiscal Year 2011 directly
supported its programs and services that benefit state parks and park users.

CSPF raises funds from members, corporations and foundations to improve and expand park
facilities, run educational programs and promote volunteerism. Since 1969, CSPF has raised
more than $186 million in support of its efforts to preserve, protect and advocate for California
State Parks.

The breakdown of CSPF’s donors and supports in Fiscal Year 2011 was membership dues
(39%), corporations (23%), private donors and bequests (17%), foundations (11%), investment
and other income (8%), and events (2%).

The annual Golden Poppy Award recognizes individuals who have made significant
contributions fo protecting, enhancing and advocating for California’s state parks. The award is
bestowed at CSPF’s annual gala.



Past recipients of the Golden Poppy Award
The National Park Service
Coca-Cola Refreshments and Stater Bros. Markets
Frank McCourt, Owner and Chairman, Los Angeles Dodgers
Advocates of Los Angeles State Historic Park
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa
Henry F. Trione, Chairman Emeritus, CSPF
Ambassador L. W. “Bill” Lane



